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Radio station

Frome Community
College in
Somerset tied the
quarry safety

message into the

launch of Frome FM
— a short-term
community radio station with a potential
audience of 120,000 listeners. Following
research and consultation with their industry
partners, the project team drew up a strategy
focusing on a current affairs programme, a
radio 'soap' drama featuring a quarry accident,

and a series of subliminal public safety jingles.

“The students learnt a wide range of important
skills, including teamwork, working to deadlines
and communicating a message through the
media. But the most heartening outcome was
the extent to which our evaluation revealed that
awareness of the key safety messages had been
taken on board by our teenage audience.”

Mike Walker, director of media arts

Broadly based
projects

Anthony Gell School at Wirksworth in
Derbyshire, is at the heart of a major quarrying
area which includes a string of disused sites.
The project team of 32 pupils visited several
quarries to research the issues, take
photographs and gather information. They also
conducted a survey of their peers to
understand young people's attitudes and
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attraction to quarries. The students were given
complete creative control and were divided
into six working groups, charged with a diverse
range of projects including: designing and
commissioning a sculpture constructed from
quarry products; researching and producing a
safety magazine and accompanying website;
and scripting and shooting a video discussing
the key safety issues of trespassing in quarries.
The team also investigated a range of ways to
redevelop a disused quarry to make it safer for
future generations.

“The students have responded well to the way
that Roy has approached the issue of both quarry
safety and thinking about how they learn. Saying
“you must not do that” is too simplistic a way of
dealing with a problem like this. More
imaginative and engaging methods have a much
better chance of succeeding.”

Brigid Farnan, learning mentor, talking about
the Mature Thinking programme devised by Roy
Leighton (see overleaf).



