Lesson 2: ‘Dandelion Diary’

Prior knowledge / work:
The children will be aware that a variety of plants are able to germinate and grow in the conditions provided by working quarries. Some species, such as dandelions can grow very well in what appear to be quite inhospitable conditions! The children are going to write a diary as if they are a dandelion growing in a quarry. They are going to write weekly entries that start when they are a seed that is blown onto a ledge in a working quarry. They will end when they produce their own seeds that are carried on the wind to a new spot in the quarry, ready to grow. Children will have already learnt about plant life cycles and the processes involved in making seeds and how these can be dispersed.

Learning Objectives:

· To understand the different stages in a dandelion’s life cycle
· To appreciate the working quarry as a suitable habitat for wildlife
· To apply this knowledge in a creative way to produce a ‘Dandelion diary’.
· To be able to correctly sequence the life cycle of a dandelion plant.
Subject Links:

· Literacy – Writing in the style of a diary
Resources:

· Examples of dandelions at different stages in their life cycle

· Books / images of dandelions

· Worksheet 2 – Diary template
Background Information:

Dandelions are one plant that most children are familiar with and many will have blown the seeds from a dandelion clock. They will also grow just about anywhere, so this makes them an ideal plant for children to study first-hand. 

Activity:

The children will need to research the life cycle stages of a dandelion. Most will be familiar with this plant and its different stages can usually be found in the summer term on the school field, verge of local green space. If possible, use real examples to illustrate the life cycle, rather than Internet or book images, although these will be useful.

Explain to the children that they are going to imagine what diary entries a dandelion living in a working quarry might make. Their diary is going to have 6 entries, one at the end of each week of the dandelion’s life cycle. (This is an approximation of the timescales, as they can vary greatly depending on the conditions experienced.) 

Once the children are familiar with the different stages, then they can begin to think about how they might split the diary entries onto 6 weeks, i.e:

By the end of week 1 – Seed on quarry ledge and germinated and begun to grow

By the end of week 2 – Leaves beginning to grow, getting taller and stronger

By the end of week 3 – Begins to grow flower bud

By the end of week 4 – Flower opens, is pollinated by bees

By the end of week 5 – Flower dies, starts to produce seed head

By the end of week 6 - Seed head is produced, gust of wind sends seeds off into quarry

The children need to think about what else the dandelion might notice from its ledge! It could comment on the blasting and the removal of the quarried materials by the lorries.  It may notice other plants and animals around the quarry. Encourage the children to be as creative as possible and to use the Virtual Quarry to help them.

A diary template is provided in Worksheet 2, if required.
