Lesson 2: working groups

Split pupils into groups and assign one of the topics from lesson 1 to each group:

· Landfill

· Recycling facilties

· Industry

· Agriculture

· Forestry

· Leisure facilities

· Retail development

· Industrial archaeology

· Nature conservation

· Education

· A combination of compatible options within these

Each group has the following headings to work under, and to prepare a report for presentation (posters, ICT) at the beginning of lesson 3:

· Is there a need?

· Costs and benefits

· financial – the teacher may need to provide this information
· effects on the local environment – short term and long term

· effects on the local community and businesses

· effects on wildlife

· Infrastructure – transport and utilities (power, water, waste disposal)

· Sustainability

Stress the importance of sustainability and the effects on wildlife and environment here – these might be the main theme of investigations.

Then ask them to think about how they can investigate these topics and themes in relation to their group option. What resources will they need?

· Internet access to national and local information from Government, conservation and pressure groups
· local public opinion (questionnaires, local press, local radio and TV)

